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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to Applicant's amendment filed 10/13/05 for 
application No. 10/019,624. This application contains claims 1-15 and 23-24. Claims 
16-22 have been canceled. Claims 23-24 have been added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-15 and 23-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1-15 and 23-24 are rejected because the necessary structural 
cooperative relationship between the elements such as between a first locking 
mechanism, a second locking mechanism, a handle assembly, a pin, a securing means 
and connection means etc. as recited in claims 1, 2, 3, 3, 5, 7, 11, 23 and 24 have been 
omitted. Thus, the claims are merely a catalog of elements. As such the claims are 
failed to particularly point out and distinctively claim the apparatus rendered the claims 
indefinite. 

Claims 3, 24, each recites "connection means" and claim 1 1 recites "hose 
securing means" without specifying a corresponding function to be performed. 
Accordingly, no basis is provided for determining what would be an equivalent structure. 
In particular, it is unclear what function the "connection means" or "hose securing 
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means" is performing. Failure to properly recite a function for the "connection means" or 
"securing means" in accordance with the sixth paragraph of Section 112 will result in the 
element being read merely as a "connection" or "securing" (claim 11). It is also unclear 
to what the element ultimately accomplishes in relationship to what the other elements 
of the claim and the claims as a whole accomplish. Note: "connection" should be 
changed to -connecting 

It should also be noted, the "wherein" clause (claiml, last three lines) of the 
subject matter should be positively set forth in the body of the claim. Currently, 
applicant is improperly using a "wherein" to purportedly define structure of the 
apparatus. The claim uses a functional "wherein" clause that is failed to particular point 
out and distinctively claim the apparatus but only allude to the merit of purposes. 

Claims 3, 23 and 24, each possess the similar "wherein" clause, see claim 3 (last 
three lines), claim 23 (lines 4-6 and10-11) claim 24 (, lines 9-12 and 15-18) which is 
also failed to particular point out and distinctively claim the apparatus but only allude to 
the merit of purposes. 

Applicant should also be noted that patentability is based on the structural 
recitations defining the hose clamp and not how it is intended to be used where there 
are no structural limitations to support the intended used. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the plane" in line 5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-4 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US Patent No. 3, 603,539 to Clegg., Jr. 

As to claim 1, Clegg, Jr. teaches a universal hose clamp comprising a hose 
locating mechanism comprising a first locking mechanism (52, 54) which moves 
between locked and unlocked position, the first locking mechanism comprising a handle 
(52) and a pin (54) having a first axis wherein the handle rotates relative to the pin in a 
plane of the pin to move the first locking mechanism between the locked and unlocked 
position (see also col. 2, lines 25-29); a securing means (42, 46, 26, 28) for securing the 
locating mechanism to a support structure (22); and a hose coupling (50). 

As to claim 2, the universal hose locating mechanism further comprises a 
second locking mechanism (24, 30, 32) which moves between a locked and unlocked 
position wherein in the unlocked position. 

As to claim 3, the second mechanism also comprises a second handle (32), a 
connection (any connection therein) and a second pin (pin connection between 40 and 
30 or element 36). 

As to claims 4 and 8, the securing means comprises a first female (a hole at pin 
36 for example) and a base clamping mechanism (26) where in when the second 
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locking mechanism is in the locked position, the second pin lockably engages with the 
first female member. 

Claim 23 recited structural limitations similar to those recited in claim 1 , is 
therefore also disclosed by Clegg, Jr. 

Claim 24 recited structural limitations similar to those recited in claims 1-3, is 
therefore also disclosed by Clegg, Jr. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 11-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Clegg, Jr. in view of US Patent No. 3,129,970 to John. 

Regarding claims 11-14, Clegg Jr. lacks teaching of the hose coupling further 
comprises the gripping aid, a mounting band and wherein the gripping aid is made of 
flexible material comprising rubber, and the gripping aid and a mounting band are 
cylindrical in shape. Byerly teaches such a claim where the gripping aid is made out of 
flexible material namely rubber in order to deform and to press hard against the pipe, as 
well as, to provide frictionally hold while preventing damages to the pipe. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the hose coupling with the gripping aid, a mounting band 
as taught in Byerly so that that the rubber can be pressed hard against the pipe or hose 



Application/Control Number: 10/019,624 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3632 

to provide tightly secure as well as to minimize the damages to the pipe or hose. Byerly 
also teaches the hose securing means being a screw threaded mechanism (18). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 5-7 and 9-10 are rejected as being dependent upon a rejected base claim 
under 112 second paragraph. These claims would be favorably considered if Applicant 
specifically amended to overcome the rejections under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, 
set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-15 and 23-24 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground of rejection. The new ground of 
rejection is based on some other rejections have not been raised by the examiner in the 
previous office action. Any inconvenience to Applicant is regretted. 

Conclusion 

This action is made non-final. x > 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tan Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-6818. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. through Fri. from 9:00 AM-6:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert P. Olszewski can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Tan Le 

December 9, 2005. 



